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MEMORANDUM 


April 18, 1972 


SUBJECT; Nguyen Van Thieu 


1# Thieu is probably the ablest and most intelligent of South T' 

Vietnamese leaders. He has an excellent logical and well 
organized mind and a good sense of priorities. He has reorganized 
the military command structure and while there are weak spots 
it is generally improved over the situation existing a year or two 
ago. Pacification has been pressed, the quality of Province 
Chiefs improved, the farmers are generally prosperous, land 
reform has been advanced ana effective economic stabilization 
measures have been adopted. The country today is probably J 

politically quieter and more stable than at any time since the 
overthrow of Diem in 1963. While the presidential election was 
uncontested, government organization of the election and the 
turnout of voters was impressive, indicating a wide control and 
extensive support for the government. 


2. On ' le other hand, Thieu has certain defects of character 
and personality which have prevented him from gaining as wide- 
spread popular support as one would hope possible in a country 
at war. He is not a charismatic personality. He lacks personal 
magnetism, has few close friends or trusted advisors. He is by 
nature cautious and suspicious. Appointments, both military and 
civil, at times tend to be made on the basis of personal loyalty 
rather than efficiency. He has made few moves to conciliate the 
opposition in order to unify the nationalist cause, e. g. , the An 
Quang Buddhists. 




3. Because he feared the outcome of a contested election, he wound 
up running in an uncontested one and lost stature and influence that 
he would otherwise have acquired. It has taken him a year to appoint 
a Commander of the Capital Military District and it took the present 
crisis to force it. 

4. While he has appointed the Vice President to attack corruption, 
he has not forcefully and openly espoused the attack nor has the 
Vice President been given adequate funds or staff. A close Palace 
aide is known for his past corrupt practices. 
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